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Trotskyism and the labor Party 



Leon Trotsky wrote in I°38, "The -fourth International is now the only interna- 


tional organization which not only takes ole' rly into account the driving forces 
of the Anperial 1st epoch but is armed, with a system of transitional demands which 
are capable of uniting the masses for a revolutionary struggle for power" • (Prom 
the Foreword to "The Death ..gomy of Capitalism. and the Tasks of the Fourth Inter- 
national). 


Under the heeding "Objective rrerequisites f or a Socialist Revolution' (firm the 
Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the Fourth Int’l."), the founding Con- 
ference of the Fourth International discovered, '"The cc'nomic prerequisite for the 
proletarian revolution has already in general achieved the highest point of frui- 
tion th. t can be achieved under capitalism. Lankinds* productive forces stagnate"* 
•Democratic regimes, as well as fascist, stagger on from one bankruptcy to anothci* 4 
(IB ID) 

Further, under the heading, "The rrolctariat and its .Leaderships" , they continue, 
•The chief obstacle in the path of transforming the pre-revolutionary into a re- 
volutionary state is the opportunist character of proletarian leadership: 
its petty-bourgeois cowardice before the big bourgeoisie and its perfidious con- 
nection with it even in its death agony." 

•The multi-miliioncd masses again and again enter the road of revolution. But 
each' time they arc blocked by their own conservative bureaucratic machines^ 

(13 ID) 

Under the heading, "The Minimum rrrgrm and the Transitional I-r ogranf' , Trotskyism 
blinds a bridge." It is necessary to help the masses in the process of the daily 
struggle to find the bridge between present demands and the socialist program of 
the revolution. This bridge should include a system of transitional dom'.nds, 
stemming' from t odayog conditions and from todays' consciousness of vide layers of 


the working class and unalterably leadinc t* 1 one final conclusion* 
the conquest of power by the proletariat." Ho less. 

■ ;i • Ir. the United States, the program of Trotskyism rcvolvce around the propaganda for 
Itbc organization of a Labor Party. It docs not matter to Trotskyism that Labor 
Parties in the U»S. , England, Germany ('Vcinar Republic, and before 7 or I, under 
, the Kaiser) France, Italy etc. etc., v/hich were and 're the Parties of the 2nd 
International, prevent .and have alwayc prevented the "unity of the masses for the 
• revolutionary struggle for power;" and seek to revive the "stagnating force® of 
production of capitalism", and prop up staggerinc "democratic" regimes by fascist 
* • iconomic measures (state capitalist nationalization). Labor Parties on a vwrld 

' • scale are the obstacle, w:hich is "the thief obstacle in the path cf tr' nsforming 

the p^rc -revolutionary into a revolutionary state" (Stalinism included). The 
leaderships of Labor Parties, and their budding counterparts in the U.S« are the 
very ones who arc characterized for their petty-bourgeois cowardice before the big 


>ourgeosie and their perfidious connection with it even in its doath agony." The 
labor Parties and their trade union leadership, with their conservative bureau- 
cratic machines block the masses from taking the road to revolution again -and 
Igr.in". The labor party therefore is not the bridge between "present demands and 
he socialist program of the revolution", as the Trotrkyitcs so glibly state, 
tut, rather the bridge between the workers antagonism to the capitalist state, on 
he one hand, and the need of the capitalist state to ret in the support cf the 
v rkc rs f'r its system of exploitation, for its wars, for its colonial oppress- 
on, through the Labor rarty* 

Sr'tEkyism ( Cannon & Shactnan) is well aware that the British labor Party, for 
xomple, performs the duty of rescuing British Imperialism from its death agony, 
y centralizing production through nationalization, maneuvering by changing the 
ur id i cal relation of the colonies and dominions to the mother oppressor 
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(England ) » -''•ad demagogically propagandizing this as the mill Sniun of freedom for 
the colonial oppress od. Trotskyism (Cannon & Shactnan) is veil aware thrt the 
British labor party is busy preparing English Imperialism rith its American p-rt- 
ner, the U.S. Imperialism and their competitor, Russian Imperialism for Imperial- 
iRt War III. Trotskyism is aware .of;, flic fa. ct that the sun- total of the purposes 
of a labor i-arty arc, "preserve capitalism". — • 

Trotskyism (Cannon & Bhactmn) knot/ the. petty treacherous character of labor par- 
ties in i-Hc .O'. &• . . The American labor iarty, for example, which began its existence 
by supporting the representative of big capital, Roosevelt, and to date supported 
a representative .of smaller capital, .’all ace, continually, makes deals botvecn 
the Republican and Democratic ward heelers .and their masters, and -above all was a 
patriotic defender of American Imperialism in War II. How, under purely Stalinist 
tutelage it clings still to that part of the C.I.O« bureaucracy friendly to Russian 
Imperialism. , .. 

The sane' is essentially, true of the liberal party, which is also a "labor" party, 
wat antagonist ic to Russia, and friendly to Social Democracy, based on the Dub in- 
sky-Hollander‘ combination. 

.The Trotsky ites also know that at a certain stage* labor tarty ism inevitably fucce 
..directly v itb the bourgeosie. A email illustration of that was the liquidation 
of the Wisconsin Parmer-labor Federation into the Republican tarty in I94S. 

The Trotskyites are well aware of the facts therefore ,, that l-bor^tart.ic s ( support , 
defend* and prop up, the capitalist economy* capitalist democracy; exploit at icn 
of the wage-workers; and Imperial 1st War*. 

Showing all this, rhy do the Trotskyitee (Cannon and She ctma ) advocate a labor 
tartyg The Trotskyitee answer, "We are not sectarians* we cannot remain isolated; 
wo ai6t follow the mass movement." • Binco, however, with the victory of Trumai in* 
the .presidential flections, the labor warty idea has been dumped by the core 
"radical" C.I.G., and m.F.L leaders f nr a more practical policy of integration in 
the Democrat ic, party, the masses -are moving in that direction. We suggest that 
the rrotskyites abandon their labor rayty eect~rlanism and Join the Democratic 
rarty.- . \ - 

The more "scientific" and erudite among the Trotskyitcs answer; "Their is a con- 
tradiction between tho objo.ctlvo .prerequisites for revolution aai the subjective 
immaturity c,f the Aaorican Workers." Therefore, vhrt do the Trotskyitcs pr-'pocc, 
a revolutionary vanguard party that shall at all co.sts, -rgrnize and agitate the 
working class for the revolutionary ala*; of social ism* Oh, NoJ The Trotskyitcs 
propose a labor tarty. to harmonize with the su bjectiv e iuuaturity of the .Jacri- 
can worker. According to them this labor tarty, on a“nati'n.al,, not a local scale, 
mind you, will be tho vehicle through v.hich th6 workers will .go beyond capitalism 
and establish Socialism, (workers and farmers government") 

In other words, they spread the lie that counter-revolution can be reformed into 
revolution (a la labor tarty). Trotskyism flies in the face of history and cf 
present political reality. 

Wo must characterize Trotskyism, (both of tho Cannon and Sha etna n varieties) as 
an obstacle on the Rood to the proletarian Revolution, because it advocates a po- 
litical instrument whose only aim is to save a dying system, capitalism; because 
it does n't paint the Instrumentality of the Labor party in its true light* be- 
cause it, (Trotskyism) is veil informed on the treacherous ir 1c of Labor parties; 
yet, because of a fatal political weakness, (lack of understanding cf the role of 
a revolutionary p- rty and c-onsec^.ent fe r of the tasks involved) fe-re isolation 
and posses to the .^opp.oe ite extreme, • the policy of liquidation into the comp . 
of tho Capitalist Labor Front. 

The program by,co n tr .st,of International Left Communism is the only base upon . 
vdiich a revolutionary party, and International can be constructed. 
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What Wo Stand For 


1- Our conception of the world and the society proper to it is that of Lr.rx's scicn- 
tl f ic Socialism. 

2- For.tho reconstitution of a Revolution ,ry International against the Internation- 
als of Betrayal (Social Democracy, Stalinism, Trotskyism) 

3- dgainet collaboration with the bourgeo is and pseudo-pro letnr ian parties which 
uphold th6 false and deceitful banner of "true democracy". Therefore re oppose 
tho "united front" v.hich is a front opposed tc the working class. 

4~'7e denounce as counter-revolutionary, every me vement which, with an aye to 
easier agitation and electoral success views parliamentary decisions as useful. 
During electoral campaigns ve continue the agitation for the general historic aims 
of the workinc class. P/e dr. not take the least responsibility f r the pseudo- 
proletarian parties (Stalinist, Socialist, Tr ytskyite cr Labor ite). 

5- Thc trade unions of the C.I.O. axd -.F.L., Railroad Brotherhoods m d "Independ- 
ent Unions", are part of the legal apparatus of the Capitalist St^te. Working 
class unity will be achieved on the basis of the platform of the party of the re- 
volution, and, under its leadership, within there ergrnienf , created in the re- 
vival of the proletarian class struggle. 

6- Thc farm-workers are the claee-brothcic of the Industrial verkers and must be 
won to a pcsition of class-solid .rity. 



Iripor i/i i st -base#- - 
longer/ the 

- . - — - — proletarian -revolufrlotr. 

8 -. CV5 proletariat trust werk-fet-bhe' dofo .t of its own bourgoosie and its sate 11- 
itosv^h the advanced incfcBt'f-irxl, se'ctbrs worM-capit-Ife^ r.p well as f-r the - 
defeat of its own bolrgooslfe -fifad satellites in the celcnlHl 9»d se^i^cwloniad • 
dire p .3 of w -rid Capitalism. in tine of war, " ’ 



<THr V «hie* £* oie ter fet' e • — ... 

lU'Tiio Dictator ali of the proletariat, will se rvc r -ap "the'-trans iti^ t y tho 
less society a/'BociallsD, where the Btp.tVv'lll ceace to and Gorcnim^u * 

and Tyranny, the, history of the paot,. 

IT— The Dictatorship of the rrol.ctrirt is not t: be understood as a defense the 
Soviet Union. On the contrary, the Dictatorship of the Irolct~ri't will arise 
in Russia, which is new an Imperialist State, through Socialist Revolution^ 
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Civil Ware and Imperialist Rivalries in 

Burma o Malaya and Indonesia 

The civil ware ’which actually unroll in Burma and Malaya have the sane limits as 
the viet-Nan, the struggle of the Republic of Indonesia against the ItatCh Cram, 
the bloody movement of the Philippine Hukbulahaps against the pro-American govern- 
ment of the ex-collaborator Roxas* 

In shaking the power of the tnditional imperial isns, the Japanese invasion at the 
sane time brought to life the inextricable social contradictions of these backward 
regions of the world. The political life, formerly, was limited more or less, to 
the friction of different ethnic groups, under the complacent eye of the colonial 
powers, has assumed considerable scope, Nov/ nationalisms are bom, concealing 
complex social forces, oscillating between Imperialist influence, on the one hand, 
and violent rivals, on the other, serving willingly, or unwillingly one or the 
other. In all cases, powerless to resolve the problems posed at the start. 

The nationalism of the Javanese Intelligentsia dre-aus of unity of the Islands and 
a Khltarkanpf which would include territory as far as the Cc lobes, under occupa- 
tion by Hcllgnd-, 

The nationalism of the Chinese md- Malayans* In the unions and in the Chambers of 
Cornier co - rejecting -the Statutes as ”to6 favorable tc British Imperial icnf', claim- 
ing the status of a Dominion united with Singapore, 

The nationalism of the motley anti-fascist league of Burma, devoid of a 6olid so- 
cial base, eincc it is not indigenous to ftirna. Neither is its capitalist clas6 n 
likewise, neither is its niddlc etrata native to Burma, L nationalism infinitely 
disunited in the face of tlx problems raised by the task of power, 

As ferocious and reactionary as the imperialism it combats, this nationalism has 
destroyed the India-rubber plantations? the oil veils of Java; enclosed in the 
starved villages of the Philippines 4,000,000 terrorized farmers, overshadowing 
the pillage and extortion In Burma and Malaya, 

Quixotic aid servile at present, it plans industrialization and a war of spears 
male of bamboo under the surveillance of Holland, to save the delegates of the 
TToNoCo It taken Mandalay fox* the center of the world, and believes the Burmese 
destiny is to discover rt a third form of socialism, intermediate betvean English 
Socialism^ and Russian Socialism* mile trembling at the indisposition of the 
very o,nglo-Amer lean financiers that they have need of. 


Ono finds the radical wing of nationalism in Burma and in Malaya, to be the Kosccw 
Communists, as in 'Europe, the Indies and the idiilippines. Their organizations 
throw themselves into the movement of the exploited of the sugr ^refiner lee, tho 
Philippine oil-workers; Chinese and Hindu oil-well workers, the miners of tho lead 
and silver mines; the Chinese tin workers, and Malayan rubber plantation workers. 
In these countries, where tho cost of living is 6 to 7 titles higher then oefors 
tho war, they have net combined woce-dcmands with anti-irger iali3t propagonda. 


Thoy have highlighted the division of land to the peasants of Central Burma ar.d 
inde pendsnee to the mountain tribes of the border country, They have not shrunk 
from any political compromise; from any sotf. ai demagogy; from any historic false- 
hood, in order to carry out against the English bandits,, the fight of Russian 
Imperialism, 


>* 
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Burma was due to be Granted its independence in fr.ee of the agitation during the 
Jap one ee surrender. Nor/, it renounce* itG aspirations in order to remain in the 
Commonwealth. ;.t the be ginning of thie ;ear it constituted itself, as a federated 
autonomous republic, with its capital at Rangoon, Thafcing Hh, its premier* c or- 
oide) red a modorate socialist. He proclaimed in June I°48, " the Burmese wish to 
follow the soviet ideology." 

Not that thie reformer, attached to the liberal administration of Buroa, tradi- 
tionally corrupt, was a communist. On the contrary, trO Burmese communist P ! J?^ 
ties were throve successively into illegal tty in June ^94% then, in October T9-i6 
under the anti-fascist league to which it belnugoft. But nationalism in a back- 
ward country, as we have seen in Central Europe , is compelled to resort, to the 
most modern forme of State Capitalism* Sustained by so-called Marxist principle, 
the RiTnos e premier stated their aim "to liberate ourselves from the yoke of 
capital and private property." They wish to extend the nationalisation without 
compensation to the foreigners and to fur C6 from London the fiscr.3 control of the 
country in order to give it to the so-called native official capital. 

Only, the groat appetites of those "progress ivo" Burmese strikes against them- 
selves. .J5 a mtter of fact, the new stat6,.ae independent as it may seem....... 

will remiri n In the financial apparatus of ;.nclo-;.me ricon Imperialists for its re- 
construction, .'.ctually, it is not able tc- r6ly on an indigenous capitalism, the 
root cruse of the breaking apart, like Tito in Europe. 

This is the breaking - apart which manifests itself- in a manner almost burlesque- 
in the war of the government of Rangoon against th6 insurgent Communists \h o to- 
day c^ntr^l almost a third of the country. Both still-born, on the identical 
basis of an aggravated nationalism. ,.t any rate, the Cor.munists have th6 propa- 
ganda advantage of an "extremist" position, which more and more attracts the sym- 
pathy of a population violently anti-English. Whereas the arty and polico is up- 
set by the desertions tc the ene my, while the rebels influence the miners unions 
and the peasants, the oivil apparatus of the State is compelled to drain its per- 
6 oinol in order to organise itself into a military command. The ministries re- 
signed one after another in -»rder tc go off to the armies* this threatening a 
"political" crisis of a truly new character. 

Therefore, with one bios/, the government which yesterday confiscated an English 
Navigation company, throwing Londons* City into jittors, hesitates characteris- 
tically, while it believes it can build an independent and "progressive" Burma. 

It finds itself involved up t'* its neck in a conflict in vh ich the real interests 
at stake are clearly established* The 80,000,000 pounds the English have inves- 
ted in the forests* electricity and transport* the petroleum of Burma oil, the 
commerce of the Steel Brothers, 

In Malaya, the situation is much more simple, but also less rich in savoury lcse- 
one. The country, in effect, remains as a colony. The Statute of the Federation, 
promulgated in I <>47, maintains intaot the Enelieh authority incarnated in the 
High-Commies icnor. irofiting frxi the troubles of the Sultans, more cr less com— 
promised during the Japanese occupation, England started to limit their preroga- 
tives. This dose not stop them, from receiving the support represented by the 
political indolence of the Malayans vho constitute the peasant class and the 
parasitic aristocracy. It is in the Chinese circles, centered in the villages, 
and representing for another reason, the majority ox' th6 total population,, and 
possessing an important part of the capital of the country, that there developed 
an opposition to the Statutes. From which the Communist movement, actually in 
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open rebellion, pushed to the Gxtrerx the nationalist demands. 

But the State apparatus is hcr6 thG traditional and solid colonial apparatus. 

The H ich"C on; i s s i one r is nobilislnc ro enforcements from Hono-Kone? recall inc 
troops from England, sending tho Layaks . head hunters of .Bornoo into action acairct 
" the p?.an of Communist insurrection thr'uch which they wish to install the Soviet 
republic of Italaya 0 " 

England has an aimed mistress to defend its economy. The Malayans, with their 
exports of Tin and Ind irv-rubbor to America (rTi ich in 1947 amounted to 84, OCO, OOO) 

enjoys a preponderant role in Ane lo-Aner* * can relations - that is to say, in tho 
tendency of British Imperialism to resist Yankee Inperiol isn. 

The spectacle of the sordid struccles of Inperiol isn is rendered still acre sordid 
\by the fact of the presence of a proletariat, relatively developed, it is true in 
these countries. The part that it takes in events, blended in the rase of ether 
classes, Maneuvered by the forces of Euesian Inper ial isn (no re ever, by a national- 
independence, of which the emptiness, economic and historic, is shown in the Bur- 
nose example) is a ne\v proof of the appall inc defeat suffered by revolutionary 
' communion in the world. Bovolut ionary Corijunisn will be reborn only when the 
preups who strive to rocain a class position, understand equally that it is tine 
to breafc with tho false line of "liberty of the peoples to dispose cf themselves" 
(self-determination of the peoples). They must cease tying.' tho destiny of the 
proletariat of the backward countries to their native exploiters, that ic, to the 
Imperialist powers, it is tine to take a position, truly internationalist and 
socialist. 


Translated by D. Atkins 

frxi publication of French Fraction 

I. ’Internationalists - Oct. 1948 



State Cap Italian and the Classee . .. 

The conduct of the imperialist war was differentiated from that of all previous 
ware, not only by the dimensions of tiic conflict md by its devartatinr effects, 
tut in addition by the fact that in every country actively e neaped in' the inper- 
ialist war the whole of economic life had to be eubordin’ ted to war purposes. 

In former conflicts the bourceosie could carry them on merely by providinp funds. 
The world war, however, attained such hupc proportions and affected such hichly 
d6V6lop8d countries that money alone did not suffice# It become essential in 
this war that the steel industry devote itself entirely to the lAkinc of hcovy 
Cuns f ‘v/h 06 e calibre was continually be inc cniarped; that coal should be mined for 
v;ar purposes alone; that metals, textiles, hides, everything: should be employed 
in war service* Naturally, therefore, the yreatect hope of vietc ry was for 
whichever of the State Capital ict Trusts could bost harness production end trans- 
port to th6 chnriot of war# 


How was this to be achieved? Lianifostly, the only way in v.hich it Could be nchic- 
od was by the complete centralisation of production. It would be necessary to 
arranpe thinps in suoh a way that production would fo on smoothly* that it would 
be woll orpanlzed; that it would be entirely under the control of the fiphttr-r* 
that is to say of the General Staff; that .all the orders of those wearing epaul- 
ets md stars would be carried out# : 

: . - , • -r;*. c - , • 

How oould the bourceosie do this ? The matter was quite simple. To that end 
it -.as necessary that the bourceosie should place private production, privately 
owned trusts and syndicates, at the disposal of the capitalist robber State. 

This is' what they did for the duration of the war. Industry was ’'mobilized" and 
"militarised" , that is to say it was put under the orders of the f.tatc of the 
military authorities# "But hai ; ?,some of our readers rill ask". In th-at way the 
bourse os le would sure ly forfoit its income? That would be nat i ono 1 i z-at i cnl "fhon 
every thine has beon handed ovor to the State , where will the bourceosie corx in. a 
and how will the capitalists reconcile themselves to such a condition of affairs?" 
It is an actual fact that the bourceosie acrecd to tho arrangements But there is 
nothine very' remarkable in that, for the privately owned syndicates and trusts 
were not handed over to the workers state, but, to the Imperialist State, the State 
which bolenpod to the bour>'c os 1 g „ "/as the- re anyth inc to alarm the bourceosie in 
such a prospect? The capitalists simply transferred their poscesions from ■'nc 
pocket to another; the poseseiens remained as larco <ae ever# 

Wo must never forest the class character of the State. The State must not be 
conceived -as const itut inc a "third power" standing above the classes; from head 
to foot- it is a. class wean izat ion# Under the dictatorship of the workers it is 
a working class organisation# Under the dominion of the bourceosie it is just as 
"dafia Italy an, ocm ..o. ic or^nisation as is a trust or a syndicate. 


7/c see, then, that when the bourceosie handed 'over the privately owned syndicates 
and trusts to the State , it handed 'them' over to its own State t- the robber capi- 
talist ststo and not to. the proletarian state; it had nothin to 

lose by the chance. ..Is 'it not pr^cicely the same thing t 7a nanftfactviyier- 
v.hom we may call Schulz or Smith, whether he receives hi* ppr.£iv;r, fra.; the 
c«r.t inc boueo of a syndicate, or from the £t&*e bonk? ynr fr'-n lop inc by 
chance# the bourceosie actually caiaed* There '*6 -a CT-in because, threap thd 
St -be centralization of industry, the war maehinv was enabled t^' work io better 
effect, and there was a creates* chance of r inning 'the ~rjy o'i **pirr. 


It is not surprlsinc therefore that in nearly all 


cap it -liFt countries, there 
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took place during the war a development of State capitalism la the place of the 
capital len of private syndicates or trusts. Germany, for example, coined many 
successes and was abl 6 for a lengthy period to resist attack fror* enemies of a 
groatly superior strength, simply because the German b-urgcosic was so successful 
In the organization of its State capitalism. 

The chance to Stat 6 cai ltallsn was effected in various rays* In nest cases, a 
Stato-nrnopoly of production and trade ras instituted. This implied that produc- 
tion and trade were placed wholly in the hands of the bourgeois State, Sono tines 
the transf ormation was n't effected all at once, but by installments. This took 
place when the state merely bought some shares of the syndicate or trust. 

An enterprise in which this had taken place tab half private and hr If a St' tc 
affair, but the bourge its ct-ate held the leadinc strings* Furthermore , even when 
certain enterprises remainod in private hrnd, they rcre often subjected to cover n- 
ncntal control. Some enterprises wore by special legislation fr reed to buy their 
ran materials from certain others, rhile the latter had to sell to the f ormer in 
specified quantities, and at fixed prices. The State prescribed r or king molh ode, 
specified tvir t materials wore to be used, and rationed these materials. Thus, 
in place of private capitalism. State Capitalism cane into being. 

Under State Capitalism, instead of the separate organization of the bourgeosie 
there now flourishes a united organization, the state 'Tganiz.ation. ttvn to the 
tine, of the war there existed in any capitalist country the State organisation of 
the Bourgeosie, and there also existed separately from the State large numbers cf 
bourgeois organizations, such as syndicates, trusts, societies of entrepreneurs, 
landowners • organizations, political parties. Journalists’ unions, learned societ- 
ies, artists clubs, the church, societies for the clergy,' Bey Scouts, and Cadet 
Corps (white guard organizations of youth), private detective bureaus etc. Under 
State Capitalism all these separate organizations fa eg v'ith the bourgeois state; 
they bo cone as it were. State departments , and they work in accordance with a 
gone ral plan subject to the "high command" 5 in the mines .and factories they do 
whatever is ordered by the General Staff; they preach in the churches whatever rill 
be useful for the robbers of the general staff; they write in the newspapers under 
the orders of the general staff; their pictures, their books, and their poems arc 
produced under the orders of the gone al staff; they invent machinery, weapons, 
poison gas etc; to meet the needs of the general staff, in this manner the wh~le 
of life is militarised in order to secure frr the bourgeosie the continued receipt 
of its filthy lucre. 

State capitalism signifies an enormous accession of strength to the great bourg* 
ooGio. Just as under the wc rklne-clase dictatorship, in the workers State, the 
working class is more powerful in proportion as the Soviet authority, the trade 
unions, the Communist rarty etc., work more harmoniously together, so under the 
dictatorship of the bourgeosie, the capitalist class Ip strong in proportion to the 
success with which all the bourgeois organizations work together. State capital- 
ism, central izing all these organizations , converting then all into the instru- 
ments of a single, united organization, contributes immensely to the power of 
Capital. Bourgeois dictatorship attains its climax in State capitalism. 

State capitalism flourished during the war in all the large car italist countries. 

In Tsarist Russia toe, it began to cake its way ( in the form of war industry 
committees, monopolies etc.) Subsequently, however, the Russian bourgeosie, 
alarmed by the revolution of liar eh 1917, became afraid lest productive industry 
6 hould pass into the hands of the proletariat together ith the State authority. 
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For this reason, aft or the March revolution, the bcnrcooele did not merely re- 
frain frw attempts to orcanize production, hut positively sabotaged industry, 

',7e see that State Capital ism, for from putt Inc an end to exploitation, actually 
increases the power of the b-urcooeic. Hover the lees, the Sahcidcnannites in 
Germany, and social solidarlans in other lands, have contended th t this ft reed 
labor is socialism. ;.e soon, thoy say, as everything is in the hands cf the State, 
social isr. v;ill bo realized. They fail to sec that in puch a eysten the Stat6 is 
not a proletarian State, sinco it is in the hands of those who are the malicious 
and deadly enemies of the proletariat. 

State Cap ital ism, unitinc and orepnisiac the bourceosic, increacinc the power of 
capitalist!, has, of course, creatly weakened the workinc class. Under State capi- 
talist;, the workers bscarac the whito slaves of the capitalist State, They rerc 
deprived of the richt to strike* they were mobilized and militarized* everyone 
vho raised his voice aeainct the war was hauled before tho courts and sentenced as 
a traitor. In many countries the workers were deprived of all freedom of nove- 
mont, be Inc forbidden to trnsfor fr x. one enterprise t^ no the r. "Free" v/ace 
workers were reduced to serfdom* they wore doomed to perish on the battlefields, 
not on behalf of their own cause but cn behalf of that of their enemies. They 
were doomed to work thcmselvos to do th, not for their own sake or far that of 
their comrades or their children, but for the sake cf their oppressors. 


From the dBC of Communism 

ty 

Bukharin and Preobr ashen sky 



10 


Kart I 


Naturo, Function and hoi icy of the 
Revolutio na ry Party of the r/orkinfl - Claes 


The question concerning the policy of the party is cf essential importance and 
is node clear in connection v/i th the history of conflict inc tendencies ancl a lx 
that occured in the second and third International. It is net to be- thought 
that such a question is of an additional and derived n ture, in the sense that 
croups complying with the doctrine and platform. may ur into in and apply methods 
different in the action, even rith rcg'rds tc cr.su: 1 events, without contradict- 
ing such base^sg To discuss problems concerning the nature r nd action cf the 
party means to pass from the Ground of critical interpretation of social events, 
into that cf the influence which an actively wcrklng force may oxert upon such 
events. This transition represents the noct important 'nd delic'tc point of the 
thole Liarxist system and ar.s inserted in liars’ early sqyings philosopher s have 
done noth inf but interpret the world till now, the matter is of chancing it at 
lact, : * and ' from the weapon of the critique, to the critique of weapons*. Such 
a change, from mere knowledge into work inc action, shall be intended, according 
tc the method of dialectical material is;.*, in a way quite different from chat cf 
the followers of traditional ideologies. Lany a time it was suitable to the 
opponents of Comauiisn to turn to their account theoretic Marxist knowledge, in 
order to damage and rov-kc its consequences for action rnd struggle , or else, 
on the other hand to feign to adhere to the practice of the proletarian party, 
but to confute and reject its critical bases of principle. In all these c'scs 
the dovi t ion vaas the reflection of anti— La rxirt and countor-revo.lut ionary in- 
fluences, and it displayed itself in the crisis which we indicate for sake of 
briefness, with the name of op-pertunism. rrinciplcr and doctrines dc not exist 
by themselves as a foundation arisen and 1-aid before the action? the latter as 
well as the former arc engendered in a parallel process* It is’ the concurrent 
material interests which practically drive social groups into struggle and it is 
from the action arisen from such material interests that or iginates the theory 
which becomes the peculiar patrimony of the p-rty. Altering the ratio of inter- 
ests, the incentives t- the action and the practical aims of th6 latter, the 
Y-hole doctrine of the party is changed and deformed. To think that the latter nay 
become sacred and untouchable, on account of itc codification in a programmatic 
text, and of a strict argnnizative and disciplinary framework of the organism of 
the party, and therefore the varied and numerous aims and maneuvers in the tacti- 
cal action can bo allowed, means not to understand in a liarxist manner, what is 
the exact problem to be solved in order to get to the choice 0 ? aotfcode of iotia, 
V/o return to the evaluation of determinism. Do social events develop by uncon-'** 
tro liable forces, giving rise to diffo ent ideologies, theories and opinions of 
men or ray they he modified by a more or less conscious human will? The question 
is faced by the proper method of the proletarian party, by removing the tradi- 
tional ideological bases at the root always referring to the single individual, 
feigning to solve the question on behalf of the individual and then of deducing 
its solution on behalf of the social whole. Traditionally. the collet**** worths 
other metaphysical abstraction which is the society of mankind* '.hilc, from 
the liarxist view point it 13 a concretely, definite group- of individuals who 
in a given circumstance have the same interests owing to their social relation— 
oh 1,-s , owing to their place in the production and economy^ groups of individuals 
which ire Just styled classes. Be ing numerous, tuc social classes which humcn 
history contains, there cannot be solved in a same generic way the problem con- 
cerning their skill of understanding exactly the process wherein they live, and 



II 


3 f exerting a certain influence Influence upon it. Ever? historical class has 

had Its ora party, syston of o pinions and pr opaganda, Everyone has pretendod 
with equal insistence to interpret exactly the sense of events ond to he able ti 
direct then t -wards a more or Jess vacuo ly c-nccived aim. Larxism affords the 
crit icisu and evidence of all these problems, pr ovine thrt the varied ideological 
generalizations were the reflection of the c-nditions rnd interests cf the strugg- 
ling classes upon opinions. In this continuous alternation, of rhich the mater ial 
interests aro th6 causes, the croups of men organized in parties r nd class or g'n- 
isr.s of the State aro the protagonists’, the political and philosophical schools 
arc the oxter?. or traits, Being opportune, the social ccnditions of its farma- 
tion, the nodorn proletarian class v;ill p.rcsont itself • ith new and superior cap- 
acities, both as for possession of a real method of interpretinc the vhole his- 
torical movement, and as for concrete efficacy of its action of social and pcli- 
ti cal struggle In influoncinc '-ho general course cf this movement* This other 
main concept was expressed by the Karxists rith the sayings not less known and 
class leal $ " The Socialist revolution represents the tr ns it tan from the world of 
necessity into that of freedom"* The astter 5s not te put the cue ot lan in %c 
commonplace traditional terms, whether nan is free in hie rill or determined by 
the environment, whether a class and its party have cons ci oueneof of their hictcr- 
ic.al mission, whether it is from this theoretic consciousness that it derives the 
power to attain thG pv.r^jo„cf a general improvement and whether they are driven 
into struggle, success/ or'nnsuccossfully by superior or unkown f orcce. firs', of 
all, r/e must ask ourselves of what classes and parties is thcproUlfn* ttor-i are 
their relation in the field of the f or cc s of production rnd powers of the State, 
what ie the historic phase gone through and the one left to go through, a.ccrding 
to the results of the critical analysis. ..ccorcling to the doctrine of roligiour 
schools, the factor of events is outside cf man in the creatine divinity that has 
established every thine .and even thought of granting tan a certain freedom for which 
he is to answer in a future life. It is well known that such a posinp; of the prob- 
lem of will and determinism is rejected by the liarxist analysis. But also the so- 
lution of the bourgeois philosophy with its cla tx of enlightening criticism and 
its illusion to havo removed every arbitrary and revealed preeuppesition, stands 
likewise deceptive, for the problem of action is always reduced tc a proportion cf tot 
subject and object and the start inf-point , in the ancient and recent visions of 
the various idealistic oysteme, is found in the individual subject, in the Ego* 

It exists only in the working of his thoughts ;.nd ie next turned into the inter- 
vention of this ego on nature and society, • Hence arises the political and 

juridical lie of the bourgeois system for which man is free, and as a citizen, is 
entitled to manage public affairs and therefore his own interests according to the 
opinion arisen in his mini. The Marsist interpretation of history end hurra ac- 
tion, if it has therefore rejected the intervention of every transcendent influ- 
ence and rovoaled word, has upset the bourgeois scheme of freedom and will cf the 
individual, pro vine hr it is his needs and interests that originate his nevomonfc, 
and action and how his opinions and beliefs and what is called conciousncss arises 
only as a result of the most compiler. tod influences* Truljr ? the problem it. well 
Planned and its solution *r.n be faced when, fra. the metaphysical concept of con- 
cionsnoss and will of the Ggo, wo got into the real ami scientific one cf the theo- 
retic knowledge of tho historic rnd political action of the class perty* This 
solution is of first importance for the movement and party of the modern prole- 
tariat. 

To bo continued 

Translated by L« liasrari from ’’rraxto, 11 
monthly magazine cf the 
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